
CONSENT FORM 
Consent form for the donation of removed bones for use in the artwork ‘Trophies’

by Gina Czarnecki with Dr Sara Rankin and Dr Justin Cobb

Please initial the following items to indicate that you agree:

I confirm that I have read and understand the information sheet ‘Trophies’, 1. 
dated January 21st 2011, for the above study. 

I have had the opportunity to consider the information, ask questions and 2. 
have had these answered satisfactorily.

I understand that my donation is voluntary and that I am free to withdraw 3. 
at any time before completion of the artwork, without giving any reason.

I understand that bones given by me may be used in this named artwork 4. 
only, and that images of these resulting artworks will be used for 
documentation, promotion and presentations by the artist team.

I understand that my name will not appear in any reports, articles or 5. 
presentations.

I agree to donate my extracted bone material to the artist, to be used in 6. 
the creation of this artwork.

I understand that using the bone in the art work does not alter the course 7. 
of my operation in any way.

I would like my bones to be identified with the following information /marking:
(this can be up to 30 characters)

_________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________

Name of participant: ___________________________________

Signature: ______________________________

When completed, please return to Professor Justin Cobb
One copy will be given to the participant and the original to be kept on file in care of the artists.

Date: ____________________

INITIAL BELOW



TROPHIES
21st January 2011

Dear potential donor,

We would like to offer you the opportunity to take part in a unique art & science project that will 
use discarded bones in hip operations to create a unique sculpture. The project is called Trophies.

The sculpture project is a partnership between artist Gina Czarnecki, Dr Sara Rankin and Professor 
Justin Cobb of Imperial College London, and The Bluecoat, Liverpool. It is funded by the Wellcome 
Trust.

All that it takes to participate in Trophies is your consent to use the bone you 
are having removed. If you do consent then it will become part of a beautiful 
sculpture that will go on public display.

Generally, bones that are removed during replacement surgery are simply incinerated. If you have 
donated your bone to medical research then it will be sent to the Kennedy Institute where the soft 
tissue is removed for research, and what is left - the bone - is incinerated. We need your permission 
to use what is left after the research - the bone - for this project.

We are creating an artwork that explores the life-giving potential of these discarded body parts and 
their relationship to myths, history, science and society. The work is about the process of informed 
consent.  The sculpture celebrates the potential of donor participation across science, medicine and 
art. It also draws attention to what the future may be for bone replacement using stem cells for 
tissue regeneration - will there soon be a future where we can re-grow our own bones rather than 
replacing these with synthetic parts?

What will happen to my bone if I take part?
Following donation, the soft tissues are removed for testing, and the remaining bone will be sent to 
the Natural History Museum where it will be cleaned by dermestid beetles (the standard method of 
bone preservation for removing tissue without damaging the bone structure). The bone will then be 
taken to the artist’s studio and prepared for inclusion into the sculpture. If you wish, you can have a 
personal message, or your name and information, engraved into the bone.

How do I take part?
By completing the consent form and handing this into the staff.

Will donating my bone affect my operation?
Taking part in this project will not affect the outcome of your operation in any way.

What happens if I change my mind?
You are free to withdraw without giving any reason, before it becomes part of the sculpture, in which 
instance the bone will be incinerated.

How do I find out more?
If you have any questions, feel free to contact the artist at trophiesproject@gmail.com

Where can I see the finished sculpture?
The first exhibition of Trophies will be at the Bluecoat Gallery in Liverpool from December 2011 - 
February 2012.

Thank you for reading this to the end, and for considering taking part in Trophies
Gina Czarnecki - artist, Professor Sara Rankin and Professor Justin Cobb, Imperial College London


